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Hugh Rose Photography and Tours 
620 Yak Rd 

Fairbanks, AK 99709 USA 
(907) 388-2554   (907) 479-8984 
www.hughrosephotography.com 

 

 

Alaska 
Denali’s Spring Wildlife and Wildflowers 

June 19-22, 2021 

 
Denali ©Hugh Rose 

                                                                                                     
TRIP OVERVIEW 
Experience the crown jewel of the National Park system, Denali National Park, from our comfortable 
custom Sprinter van rather than a crowded tour bus.  Look for and photograph birds and iconic 
wildlife as you make an unhurried drive through the park.  Stay in Kantishna at the end of the Denali 
Park road in a small exclusive lodge run by the local air taxi operator.  Enjoy the most spectacular 
flight on the continent as you fly around the highest mountain in North America, “Denali”, in a bush 
plane from the airstrip in Kantishna located less than a mile from your lodge. Enjoy the unique views 
of Denali and the Alaska Range from the ground, reflected in Wonder Lake. Take home countless 
memories and photographs under the expert guidance of Alaska resident and naturalist, Bill 
Mohrwinkel.  
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HIGHLIGHTS 
• Catch a glimpse of North America’s tallest mountain peak, Denali, (20,310’) while you have the 

unique privilege of driving through the park in our private custom Sprinter van.   
• Get an up-close view of the continent’s loftiest mountain while on an exhilarating scenic flight 

around Denali. 
• Look for and photograph the iconic wildlife species of Denali park, such as grizzly, moose, dall 

sheep and caribou as you enjoy a leisurely drive through the spectacular mountain scenery on 
the park road. 

• Learn about the interesting 20th Century gold rush history of Kantishna in Denali National Park  
• Enjoy a walk at Wonder Lake to experience the reflection of Denali and the Alaska Range on 

the calm lake surface. 
• Drive the Park road early in the morning on your departure from Kantishna and enjoy exclusive 

views and wildlife before the day buses arrive from the other end of the park road! 
 
LEADERS: Bill Mohrwinkel.  
 
DAYS: 4, including estimated travel time.  
 
GROUP SIZE: Minimum 4/maximum 8. 
 
COST: $2,995 per person, double occupancy (two people per room).   If you want a guaranteed single 
room throughout the tour a “single supplement” of $800 is added, making the total $3795 per person.  
If you are a single traveler and don’t mind sharing a room, we will pair you with another traveler and 
the cost remains $2995 per person.  If you agree to take a roommate and we cannot find you one we 
do not charge the single supplement, thus the cost is $2995 per person.    This trip can be combined 
with the 3-day Grizzly Bear Adventure beginning in Anchorage on June 23. 
 
TRANSPORTATION: Travel in our private, custom-designed 12-seater Mercedes Sprinter and by 
Alaska bush plane charter flight around Denali (Cessna 206). 
 
CONDITIONS: This tour is for people who want to really experience Denali not just watch it from a 
bus window! 
 

Date Description Accommodation Meals 

Jun 19 Depart conference at Chena Hotsprings 
Resort and drive to Denali Park Entrance 
(approximately 3 hours).  Dinner in Fairbanks 
 

 
Earthsong Lodge, 

Healy 

 
D 

Jun 20 After breakfast depart on all-day drive (90 
miles) through Denali Park with multiple 
stops for wildlife and scenery. Picnic lunch 
while in route.  

Skyline Lodge, 
Kantishna (Denali 

Nat. Park) 
 

B, L, D 
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Jun 21 After breakfast scenic flight around Denali 
(North America’s highest mountain).  Then 
spend the rest of the day exploring Wonder 
Lake area  

Skyline Lodge, 
Kantishna (Denali 

Nat. Park) 
 

B, L,D 

Jun 22  After early morning breakfast, depart on 
return drive through Denali Park (90 miles) 
then drive George Parks Hwy to Anchorage  

Susitna Place B&B 
(or equivalent), 

Anchorage 

B, L 

Jun 23 Either join “Grizzly Bear Adventure” to Lake 
Clark National Park or fly home 

 B 

 
LEADER 
 
Bill Mohrwinkel 

Living and guiding in Alaska for 25 years, Bill has vast knowledge to share. He 
was part owner of an Arctic tour business for 10 years and has guided sea 
kayaking trips in Prince William Sound, polar and brown bear trips, and birding 
trips. His love of the polar regions has led Bill to also guide in Antarctica and 
South Georgia Island. Though he is not a photographer, he has extensive 
experience guiding photo trips and works hard to help clients accomplish their 
goals for the tour. His true passion is natural history and sharing that passion 
with participants, and he loves to have fun!   
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DETAILED ITINERARY 
 
Jun 19 ~ Drive to Denali National Park, Alaska 
After your retreat ends, trip leader Bill Mohrwinkel will meet you at Chena Hotsprings Resort and 
begin the  approximately 3-hour scenic drive to Denali National Park, with a stop for dinner in 
Fairbanks at a local favorite restaurant on the way.  At the end of the drive, you will find comfortable 
and homey accommodations at Earthsong Lodge, located in Healy, Alaska just outside the entrance to 
Denali Nat. Park.  Depending on arrival time you may enjoy a short walk or slide show given by the 
lodge owner Jon Nierenberg on the “seasons of Denali.  Jon has led dogsled tours in the park for over 
20 years and has many stories to tell! 
 

 
 
Jun 20 ~ Drive the 90-mile Park road to Kantishna, located just beyond Wonder Lake. 
After breakfast at Earthsong Lodge, you will depart on an all-day drive along the 90-mile Denali 
National Park Road, which ends in the historic gold-mining town of Kantishna where your lodge for 
the next two nights is located.  This drive has been described as the most scenic drive in North 
America, crossing four mountain passes and traversing millions of acres of 
Alaska Wilderness and prime wildlife habitat.  Every other visitor to Denali 
experiences the park from a bus with 50 other people, but due to my long-
term relationship with the lodge owner in Kantishna I hold a permit to drive 
my customized Mercedes Sprinter van on the park road.  With this utterly 
unique privilege to drive the Park road in a private vehicle, come many 
regulations, however, we are not constrained by the rigid schedules of the 
park tour buses.  This means we can take our time and enjoy the park at a 
leisurely pace, stopping to watch wildlife or take photos on our schedule, 
not the tour bus schedule!  Additionally, our customized Mercedes vans 
allow for a comfortable experience, where all windows open for 
photography.  Passengers are only allowed to exit the van and walk around 
at five “official” rest stops.  These stops allow you to stretch your legs and 
have an opportunity to get out on the tundra and experience the 
environment first-hand.  After arriving in Kantishna, you will be treated to a fine dinner in the 
wilderness setting of Skyline Lodge. Depending on the weather, you’ll have the opportunity for a 
scenic flight around Denali’s impressive peak (cost included) after dinner. The mountain makes its own 
weather and is often hidden in clouds, from mid-day through the afternoon. Evenings (after dinner) 
and mornings tend to be the best time for the scenic flight.  If weather does not allow for the flight 
this evening, you will have the next day (morning and evening) for making the flight.  Staying two 
nights in Kantishna, provides excellent opportunities to photograph this majestic mountain and 

Denali © Hugh Rose 
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explore the Kantishna area of the park, including visiting Wonder Lake for iconic photos of Denali’s 
reflection in Wonder Lake.   
 
Jun 21 ~ Denali National Park, chance to explore or take the scenic flight. 
Denali National Park exemplifies Interior Alaska’s character as one of the world’s last great frontiers. 
Most of the park remains largely wild and unspoiled. It’s an excellent place for viewing wildlife and 
wildflowers, mammals, and birds and this is your day to enjoy it at your leisure.  After breakfast and 
packing a sack lunch in the lodge, you will either organize for the scenic flight or prepare to explore 
the local area.  Take a hike on one of the great hiking trails located just outside the doors to the lodge 
or Bill will give you a ride 6 miles back down the Park road to Wonder Lake, where you can wander 
this scenically stunning area.  Skyline Lodge also has bicycles for guests to use and a bicycle ride on 
the Denali Park Road is a perfect way to experience this unforgettable environment.   The day ends 
with another fine meal in the Skyline dining room. 
 
Jun 22 ~ Denali National Park south to Anchorage  
After breakfast and making a sack lunch you will depart early for what will hopefully be more stunning 
views of Denali and great wildlife experiences traversing back through the park.  After exiting the 
National Park, you will travel south to Anchorage on the “Parks” Highway, through fertile Matanuska 
Valley farmlands and make a stop at Denali State Park for a chance to photograph the south side of 
the Alaska Range and Denali from a distance. After checking in at the hotel, you will have some time 
to explore downtown Anchorage and enjoy dinner on your own this evening.   
 
Jun 23 ~ Continue your journey in Alaska with us or fly home. 
Either continue to Silver Salmon Creek Lodge with Bill or fly home. 
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COSTS (all costs are in US Dollars) 
 
Cost 

Type Cost per Person 
Trip Cost, double occupancy $2,995 
Single Supplements are limited 
and may be partial meaning 
you can get a single room at 
some locations but not others 

$400-$800  

 
Costs are per person, double occupancy, no hidden costs. 
 
We reserve the right to charge for cost increases that occur between when we set tour prices and the 
date of travel, for example, changes due to the cost of lodging and transportation. If you are a single 
traveler and you are willing to have a roommate, we will find a roommate for you, and if we cannot, 
we will not charge you a single supplement fee. Single rooms are subject to availability and cannot be 
guaranteed throughout the tour. 

Payment Schedule 
 

Payment Due Date Amount per Person 
Deposit Due now to reserve your space $500 
Second  March 1, 2021 $1,500 
Final May 1, 2021 Remaining Balance 

 
Payments will be due based on the schedule above. All reservations require a deposit to confirm 
reservation of your space. For reservations made after a due date, all past payments will be due with 
registration. By sending your initial deposit, you agree to accept our payment schedule and 
cancellation policy as a contract. If payments are still outstanding two weeks after the due date, your 
space may be forfeited. 
 
Cancellations  
Until the Final Payment due date, deposits are refundable except for a cancellation fee of $500 per 
person, which can be applied toward another tour if reserved within six months of the cancelled trip’s 
departure date. Cancellations are non-transferrable. No refunds are given after the Final Payment due 
date. 
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Included 
• All activities, leaders, transport, park entry, taxes and user fees, landing fees and permits unless 

described as optional. 
• Accommodations for the nights of June 19 through June 22.  
• Meals from dinner on June 19 through breakfast on June 23, excluding dinner in Anchorage on 

the evening of June 22. 
• Scenic flight in Denali National Park (weather permitting; no portion of the tour cost is 

refunded if the flight must be cancelled). 
• Gratuities to lodge and hotel staff throughout the trip. 
• Trip Materials - information about flights, packing, entry and departure requirements, airport 

transfers, gratuities, etc.  
 
Not included 

• Airfare from your home to Alaska, airport and departure taxes, and excess baggage fees.  
• Dinners on June 22 (in Anchorage).  
• Airport transfers in Anchorage. 
• Gratuities for the scenic flight pilots. We recommend $10–$15 per participant per flight. 
• Emergency medical and evacuation insurance and trip cancellation insurance.  
• Items of a personal nature such as laundry, telephone calls, medical costs or hospitalization, 

room service, alcoholic and other beverages, items not on the regular menu, etc. If you have 
special dietary needs, please indicate them on your Reservation/Release Form. 

 
SIGN UP 
 
Please contact us first to check availability, reserve your space, and obtain a Reservation/Release Form. 
To confirm your reservation, we require a deposit and signed form from each participant. 

 
Hugh Rose Photography and Tours 
Email: hughrose64@gmail.com  
Website: www.hughrosephotography.com 
Phone: (907) 388-2554 or (907) 479-8984 

 
OTHER DETAILS 
 
Climate 
Weather in Denali and Fairbanks at this time of year tends to be stable and warm.  Expect daytime 
highs in the 70’s and nighttime lows in the 50’s  Although this interior part of Alaska is semi-arid, rain 
can occur at any time, so a rain jacket is essential. 
  
Fitness Level 
We make frequent stops for wildlife viewing and photography, however participants should be 
comfortable sitting for several hours at a time due to the distances we cover and the fact that we are 
limited in the places that we can let passengers out of the van on the Park Road.  During the full day in 

mailto:hughrose64@gmail.com
http://www.hughrosephotography.com/
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Kantishna (June 21), there will be ample time and places for a vigorous hike, a bicycle ride or relaxed 
meandering. Please contact us if you have any health concerns that may make this trip challenging. 
 
Transportation 
Travel in our private, custom-designed 12-seater Mercedes Sprinter, specifically adapted for 
photography, including windows that open on both sides. With only eight participants throughout the 
journey, you’ll have room to spread out! Scenic flight in a small aircraft around Denali (Cessna 206)  
 
Accommodations 
Earthsong Lodge is composed of multiple separate cabins connected by a wooden boardwalk on top 
of the tundra.  Each log cabin has its own bathroom with shower located inside the cabin.  Sleeping 
arrangements vary by cabin, but most cabins have a single double or queen bed.  Multiple two-room 
cabins are also available.  Skyline Lodge is extremely comfortable, and our group will inhabit almost 
the entire lodge.  Most of the sleeping cabins contain two, queen size beds one on the cabin’s first 
level and the other located in a loft.  The sleeping cabins are in a cluster separate from, but 
immediately adjacent to the main lodge building, which also contains the bathroom facilities.    
Resources and utilities are limited due to the remote location and the logistical implications of 
generating power and handling wastewater in an isolated wilderness setting like Kantishna.  All cabins 
have 24-hour electricity (generated on-site by solar with generator backup), but the individual 
bathrooms with showers are shared and accessed from the sleeping cabins by ascending one flight of 
stairs and walking 20 steps on a covered deck.  Everyone is welcome to use the large living area and 
dining room of the lodge at any time day or night during your stay.  Dinners are eaten family style in 
the large dining area and snacks as well as tea and coffee are available 24/7.  Skyline Lodge is also 
home to “Kantishna Air Taxi” which means you will be rubbing shoulders with the pilots and ground 
crew who operate this busy air taxi.  
 
Wi-Fi and Cellular Connectivity 
While in Healy at Earthsong Lodge there is excellent cellular connectivity and Wi-Fi is available.  At 
Skyline Lodge you will be off the Cellular network, but there is fast Satellite Wi-Fi available from the 
lodge for $12/day. Cellular service is excellent on the drive between Anchorage and Fairbanks with 
roughly 90% of the drive covered despite the highway crossing two mountain ranges and traversing 
350 miles of wilderness!  Cellular service is excellent in Anchorage. 
 
Flights 
 
The scenic flight around Denali is included and scheduled by us.  
Flights you (or a travel agent) book: You will depart from Chena Hotsprings Resort on the afternoon of 
June 19 by van, so the next flight to be concerned with is your departure from Anchorage.  If you plan 
on joining the Grizzly Bear Adventure after Denali, you will need to schedule your departure flight 
from Anchorage (ANC) after 5pm on June 26 otherwise flights can depart ANC any time during the 
night of June 22 or morning of June 23. 
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Conditions 
• Maximum time in nature: We try to spend as much time in nature as possible, sometimes 

resulting in long days but giving you a more in-depth experience. 
• Itinerary route: The itinerary route, stops, and plans are subject to change by unforeseen 

circumstances beyond our control, such as weather or road conditions. 
• Additional forms: For some of our tours, you may be asked to fill out additional forms (e.g., 

medical questionnaire). 
• Medical conditions and travel risks: Travel to remote places is exciting, but it is important to 

understand and accept the risks, both medical and logistical. Minor medical problems can usually 
be treated (Bill Mohrwinkel is a certified Wilderness First Responder (WFR)), but because we are 
often far from medical facilities, there can be no expectation for immediate medical treatment or 
evacuation, even in cases of trauma. Anyone with health problems needing close medical 
supervision should not consider going on this tour. Bring enough medication for the duration of 
the trip for any chronic medical needs since pharmacies are usually not available. When you send 
your deposit and signed Reservation/Release Form, you certify to us that you do not knowingly 
have any physical or other conditions that would create a risk for yourself or for other trip 
participants. 

 
Conservation 
Hugh Rose Photography is passionate about conserving the precious regions that we travel to and 
supports many conservation efforts. By visiting these areas, we contribute to sustainable conservation 
of these valuable wildlife habitats.  We also urge you to join a conservation organization to help 
protect Alaskan wildlife, such as Defenders of Wildlife, the Wilderness Society, Alaska Wilderness 
League or the Audubon Society.  
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